INTRODUCTORY THOUGHTS FOR EVANGELISM INTENSIVE SCHOOL: WEEK FOUR
· How we need a Spirit filled revival in our nation in the times that we are now living in where Christians are filled with all the fullness of God and empowered to be effective in sharing their faith with others

· In chapter 8 of the book of Acts we see the effect of a Spirit filled revival and the great emphasis that was placed on all Christians being baptized in the Holy Spirit

“Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word. Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.

For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed. AND THERE WAS GREAT JOY IN THAT CITY” (Acts 8:4-8)
“Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  For as yet He had fallen upon none of them.  They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 8:14-17)

· It is so important that we seek God for more of His presence and power in our meetings and outreaches and personally, in our own lives
In the book of Chronicles we read,

“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” (2 Chronicles 7:14)
· For this reason we must not allow the many distractions in this world, (especially the smart phone and social media) and the cares of this world to stop us from seeking God’s face at a time when there are so many hurting people in our world who need Christ
· When we look at 2 Chronicles 7:14 we can see that the key to seeing our nation being healed is that we as Christians get our hearts right with God and seek Him to bring healing and restoration to the lives of the people in our nation

· Therefore seeking first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness must always be our greatest focus in life if we are to make a difference in our world for eternity

In the gospel of Luke we read, “...And the power of the Lord was present to heal them.” (Luke 5:17)
· God inhabits the praises of His people
In Psalm 22 we read, “But You are holy, Enthroned in the praises of Israel.” (Psalm 22:3)

In Psalm 100 we read, “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.” (Psalm 100:4)

· People get healed and delivered when God’s presence is tangible in our meetings. Many of the miracles in the Benny Hinn crusades happen during the worship time
· True worship is a great key to seeing revival in our hearts and lives and church meetings

This is why Jesus Himself said,

“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:23-24)

· For this reason it is so important that we do not allow the things of this world to steal our affections for the Lord and our passion to know Christ intimately

· King David was a man after God’s own heart who was Israel’s greatest King

In Psalm 63 we see the words of king David,

“O GOD, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for you; My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise You.” (Psalm 63:1-3)

· King David had a great desire to seek God’s face

· When we look at the early church we see a number of keys that caused the church to grow rapidly;
i) The believers were strongly committed in their walk with the Lord

ii) Church fellowship was a great priority in the lives of all believers
iii) They praised the Lord and found their true fulfilment in Him
iv) They practically cared for one another
v) Miracles were common place,
vi) The Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved, AND

vii) Most importantly there was great unity between believers. The simple fact is that God commands a blessing when brethren dwell together in unity (Psalm 133)

We can see all of the above features of the early church in the two following passages of Scripture:

“Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favour with all the people.  And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:44-47)
“And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch.” (Acts 5:12) “And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were healed.” (Acts 5:14-16)

· So given the importance of unity in seeing God’s favour and power in our lives and church meetings, how can we individually help to promote unity in the body of Christ
· I will quickly finish with some thoughts on how we can be people who promote unity within the body of Christ

i. We need to make our love for Christ and knowing Him intimately our greatest priority in life. This is the key to also loving others unconditionally

ii. Our motivation for ministry must always be one of serving others with our gifts and talents, to help see other people fulfil their God given destiny in life
iii. We must always think what is best for the team

iv. We must refuse to engage in any conversations that are negative towards other Christians or churches

v. We need to choose to die to all selfish ambition and always esteem others better than ourselves. When our heart is right and others focused, then God is able to promote us and give us greater responsibilities in life
vi. We must always be about building the Kingdom of God and not our own personal ministries, and
vii. All that we do in life must be undergirded by genuine love
